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THE FIRST PRESIDENCY 
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The First Presidency of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints has given the green 
light for a new two-ward and stake 
center to replace the present Was- 
atch Stake Tabernacle. 


Bids from contractors for the 
razing of the Tabernacle will be 
taken soon, according to the office 
of J Harold Call, president of the 
Wasatch Stake and the building 
program will begin immediately. 

While no date for completion has 
been set it is estimated that the 
new construction will cost an es- 
timated $435,000, and the Wasatch 
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Stake will need to raise about 11 


Heber Taberdade Gets 
Another Reprieve . . . 


The Heber Tabernacle has been saved by 
more last-minute reprieves than the hero in a 


spy movie. 


The latest one came today. Read all about 


it on Page 8. 


The circus is coming to town — something 


vretty rare in this day and age. The details are 


on Page 5. 


Elsewhere, graduations, student awards, and, 
whether it’s pleasant or not, the latest on Viet 
Nam and this troubled old world. 


aces Destruction 


A committee of the LDS Council 


percent of the cost or about $47,-|of the Twelve Apostles investiga- 


850. 


Mr. Call’s office reports the 
Wasatch Stake must have $47,000 
raised before construction can get 
underway, but that “most of this 
amount is already available.” The 
new building will be built under 
the Missionary Building program. 

The issue of what to do with 
the present Tabernacle has been 
debated for the last year since 
plans were first announced the 
historic building would be demol- 
ished. 


ted several possibilities on what to 
do about a new construction and 
then made recommendations to the 
First Presidency in Salt Lake. 


A letter signed by Church Presi- 
dent David O. McKay and Presi- 
dent Hugh B. Brown, first coun- 
sellor in the First Presidency, giv- 
ing permission for the razing and 
new construction said: 

“You are at liberty to proceed 
to raze the old building and to go 
forward in the regular way to do 
what will be necessary to have a 


new building erected on the pres- 
ent site.” 

City officials had requested the 
church make a donation of the 
building and land to the city, but 
this was denied. 

Everett Cooley, Director of the 
Utah State Historical Society cal- 
led the plans for razing the Taber- 
nacle a “great mistake and great 
loss to Heber City, Wasatch Co. 
and the state of Utah.” 

Mr. Cooley had spearheaded a 
campaign last year, including a 
fund drive from citizens through- 
out the state, in an effort to save 
the historic building. 
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Series of Meetings Called 


Heber Tabernacle Gets 


eprieve, Says Head 
)f Preservation Group © 


e chairman of the com-jannounced by Mr. Barker. 
to save the Wasatch] A group of present and for- 
e Tabernacle in Heber to-|mer residents of Heber will 
issued a statement that|meet Friday at 5 p.m. in the 
the committee has “been given| office of Dr. Everett Cooley, di-| 
assurance that it (the taber-|rector of the Utah State His- 
macle) can still be saved if; torical Society, at the society’s 
jatisfactory financial arrange- headquarters, 603 E. South 
ts and plans for its future] Temple, Salt Lake City, to 
and maintenance can bejname a steering committee to 
ed out in the immediate] formulate plans for an all-out 
28 “save the tabernacle” drive. 
e statement was issued by} A second meeting to which all 
Barker of Heber, who also} interested parties are invited 
nced a series of meet-| will be held at the historical 
scheduled to discuss the] society’s headquarters Sunday 
em. at 3 p.m., and a third meeting) 
h it was announced] is scheduled at Heber Monday 
t week that the LDS Church) at 3 p.m. at Memorial Hall, 49 
approved demolition of the| E. ist No., to correlate activi- 
ties of all groups working on 
the program. 
The tabernacle building has 
given assurance that it) been the center of a bitter fight 
be saved if satisfac-| since the summer of 1964 be- 
financial arrangements] tween Wasatch Stake President 
ans for its future use and! Harold Call and his supporters 
enance can be worked out| who seek to tear it down, and a 
immediate future,”| citizens’ committee seeking to 
an Barker said. preserve it. Stake authorities 
ies of meetings aimed|have announced plans to raze 
ving what is regarded as|it and construct a $435,000 new 
Utah’s most picturesque|stake center and two-ward 
historic landmarks, was chapel on the same site. : 
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By JUNE WHEELER 
$ Deseret News Correspondent 


! HEBER CITY — The First 
Presidency of The Church of Je- 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
advised Wasatch Stake offi- 
“cers to secure a new site for a 
“proposed stake and two-ward 
center. 
+» The decision gives new life to 
the Heber Committee attempt- 
to preserve the old taberna- 
le and surrounding area as a 
pssible park and museum. 
e announcement was made 
ter a visit to the area by Eld- 
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Wasatch Stake: A New Site 


son of the Council of Twelve. It{ The three members of the) The property had been sold to 


also extends to June 30 a deter- 
mination of the use of the taber- 
nacle site. 

The group spent a day in He- 
ber City interviewing Church of- 
ficials, city coucncil members, 
county commissioners, members 
of the committee attempting t9 
save the building, and other cit- 
izens. 

Their recommendation for a 
new site cited these reasons: 
The present site is located on 
the main street in the center of 
commercial district. It creates a 


Council of Twelve said their 
findings were supported by 
nearly every9ne they inter- 
viewed. 


‘They recommended that Stake 
President J. Harold Call and 
thebishoprics of the Second and 
Fifth Wards immediately secure 
a suitable site within the two 
ward boundaries and proceed 
with construction. 


They also recommended that 
they sell back to the city the 
tennis court property on the 


traffic hazard, presents a park- 


Marion G. Romney, Howard 
Hunter and Thomas S. Mon- 


ing problem and is subject 'i 
traffic noise. py Ee 


southwest corner of the block, 


the Church by the city with the 
expectation that i twould he 
used in connection with the con- 
struction of the new building, If 
the Church did not use the prop- 
erty for the new building, the 
agreement was that the city 
would take back the property. _ 


In extending the time to 
guarantor it was felt th 
would eliminate any bas 
criticism that ample time | 
not been given to allow the c 


‘of the court house for $15,- 
iginal purchase price. 
i 


mittee to accomplish its } 
pose. 


Heber Schedules: 
Tabernacle Meet 


Meetings aimed at asaving 
one of Utah’s most picturesque 
and historic landmarks were an- 
nounced Thursday by Don Bark- 
er, Heber, chairman of the 
Committee for Preservation of 
the Heber Tabernacle. 

Present and former residents 
of Heber will meet Friday at 5 
p.m. in the office of Dr. Everett 
Coolley, director of the Utah 
State Historical Society, at the; 
society’s headwuarters, 603 E. 
South Temple, to name a steer- 
ling committee to formulate 
plans for an all-out “save the 
tabernacle” drive. 

A second meeting, to which all 
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will be held at the Historical $o- | 
ciety headquarters Sunday af 3| 
p.m. The third meeting is schéd- 
uled in Heber Monday at 3 p. 

at the Memorial Hall, 49 E< ist 
North, to coorrelate activities!of 
all groups working on the pto- 
gram. 

Although it was announced 
last week that The Church iof 
Jesus Christ of 
Saints had approved emol: 
of the building, members of 
‘committee and others feel 
it can be saved if satisfa 
financial arrangements 
plans for its future use 
maintencnce canbe wor! 


ihtrested partiees are invited, 


soon . 


